Socioeconomic status of origin and the clinical expression of Schizophrenia.
The concentrated focus on biology during the "decade of the brain" has resulted in decreased attention to the indisputable influence of psychosocial and sociocultural factors in the expression of schizophrenia. The aim of this study was to evaluate the relationship between the socioeconomic background of the origin and the clinical manifestation of schizophrenia. Parent socioeconomic information and clinical symptom data from 120 (84 men and 36 women) schizophrenia and schizoaffective patients were analyzed. Results suggested that higher parental SES (socioeconomic status) is associated with decreased symptom severity in female patients, but with increased symptom severity and decreased global functioning in male patients. Possible interactions between socioeconomic status and sex of patient are discussed, as well as suggestions for further study.